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        Study #14
STANDING IN THE MESS–Living the Gospel     Galatians 4:21-31





    
Summertime can be a wonderful time of relaxation. It can also be a time of slipping
and sliding away from the routines and ways of living that keep us sane, healthy, and
close to our Father. I hope this summer is providing you with opportunities to relax
and restore your soul. I also pray you take time this summer to think about where you
are in life, where you want to be, and how you can better come to know and serve God.

Those who believe that they believe in God, but without passion in their 
hearts, without anguish in mind, without uncertainty, without doubt, 
without an element of despair even in their consolation, believe only 
in the God idea, not God Himself. 
-- Miguel de Unamuno



Paul applies the analogy ... verse 28-31 


Rest in freedom because of God’s promise, v. 28 


Expect to be persecuted, v. 29 


Eliminate whatever draws you away from trusting in God’s power, v. 30 


Wait for the Father to provide, v. 31 


What does resting in freedom mean?			When can you expect to face persecution? Why?


In which areas is it hardest for you to trust God? 		How does verse 31 summarize Paul’s message?

















Application 


This is our time to pause and give the Spirit time to work in our hearts and guide us in the paths He would have us follow. Reflect on this week’s passage and consider the following questions as guides to applying the Word in your life and heart.


What “mess” are you struggling to stand in? 


How will begin to consciously choose to trust in God’s promise? 











Read verses 24 through 27 aloud from different translations.


Paul explains the analogy ... verse 24-27 


Hagar represents enslavement to the law. 


Sarah represents … 


freedom in Christ. 


fulfillment of God’s promise. 





::: There are two ways that we can live ::: 


Restate the analogy in your own words? 		How is relying on the Law equated with self-reliance?


Why is the Law so appealing for so many of us?		What does Sarah’s story tell us about waiting for God?











Think back over what we have studied so far in Galatians. Consider what Paul said, how he communicated, and what the implications are for us today.


Paul challenges through using an account from the law . . .    4:8-11


One of Abraham’s sons, Ishmael, was born by human effort. 


The other son, Isaac, was born because of God’s promise. 





::: Salvation is the result of God’s promise and power ::: 


What was the situation Abraham faced? 			How did his choice of action reflect his faith in God?


What are the implications of his choices? 		What are you currently facing that is a similar situation?














Prayer 


Praise God for being at work at TCBC. Ask Him to stay close in our thoughts. Ask the Father to give you courage to follow Him. Seek out the ways He has laid before you and bend your will to travel them. Ask the Father to guide the leadership of our church. Ask Him to make His will for TCBC clear to all of us. Praise Him for working through each one of us.





Getting Started    


Read aloud and discuss the following quote from Warren Wiersbe.





“The ability to calm your soul and wait before God is one of the most difficult things in the Christian life. Our old nature is restless ... the world around us is frantically in a hurry. But a restless heart usually leads to a reckless life.” 


What does a reckless heart look like for you? 	What areas of your life are in most need of calming?


How do you calm your soul?			What is your life like when you don’t take time to do this?

















